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Please refrain from applause during the service.
Silence all electronic devices. No flash photography.

AIN-A THAT GOOD NEWS!
Words and Music: Traditional Spiritual. Setting: Victor C. Johnson, 2019.

I got a crown up in-a that kingdom,
Ain-a that good news!
I’m-a gonna lay down this world,
Gonna shoulder up a my cross,
Gonna take it home to my Jesus,
Ain-a that good news!

I got a harp up in-a that kingdom,
Ain-a that good news!

I got a song up in-a that kingdom,
Ain-a that good news!

I got a Savior in-a that kingdom, 
Ain-a that good news!
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1. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
through His Presence

Revelation 1:4-5, 8 Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who 
is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who 
is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. … I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, 
and who is to come, the Almighty.

ALL PRAISE TO THEE
Words: Martin Luther, 1524. Music: Elaine Hagenberg, 2015.

All praise to Thee, eternal God,
Who clothed in garb of flesh and blood,
Dost take a manger for Thy throne,
While worlds on worlds are Thine alone. Alleluia.

Thou comest in the darksome night
To make us children of the light,
To make us in the realms divine,
Like Thine own angels, round Thee shine. Alleluia.

A little child, Thou art our Guest
That weary ones in Thee may rest;
Forlorn and lowly is Thy birth
That we may rise, to heaven from earth. Alleluia.

WHAT SWEETER MUSIC
Words: Robert Herrick, 1647. Music: John Rutter, 1988.

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heav’nly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day
That sees December turned to May.

(Please turn page quietly.)
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Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn
Thus on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
Tis He is born, whose quick’ning birth
Gives life and lustre, public mirth
To heaven and the under earth.

We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his show’rs,
Turns all the patient ground to flow’rs.
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome Him.

The nobler part of all the house here is the heart,
Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly, and this ivy wreath,
To do him honour, who’s our King,
And Lord of all this reveling.

What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol for to sing,
The birth of this: Our Heavenly King?

2. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
Safe in Jesus

Deuteronomy 33:26-27 There is no one like the God of Jeshurun, who rides across 
the heavens to help you and on the clouds in his majesty. The eternal God is your 
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.

JESUS, PRICELESS TREASURE
Words: Johann Franck, 1653. Music: J. S. Bach (BWV 227), 1723.

Jesus, priceless treasure, Fount of purest pleasure,
Truest Friend to me!
Ah, how long in anguish, Shall my spirit languish,
Yearning, Lord, for thee?
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Thou art mine, Oh, Lamb divine! I will suffer naught to hide Thee,
Naught I ask beside Thee.

In thine arm I rest me, Foes who would oppress me,
Cannot reach me here,
Though the earth be shaking, Ev’ry heart be quaking,
Jesus calms my fear;
Lightnings flash and thunders crash, Yea, tho sin and hell assail me,
Jesus will not fail me.

Hence with earthly treasure, Thou art all my pleasure,
Jesus, all my choice.
Hence thou empty glory, Naught to me thy story,
Told with tempting voice;
Pain, or loss, or shame, or cross, Shall not from my Savior move me,
Since He deigns to love me.

Hence, all fears and sadness, For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in;
They who love the Father, Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within;
Yea, whate’er I here must bear, Thou art still my purest pleasure,
“Jesus, priceless treasure.”

COME TO JESUS (UNTITLED HYMN)
Words and Music: Chris Rice, 2003. Setting: Mark Hayes, 2012.

Weak and wounded sinner, lost and left to die,
O, raise your head, for Love is passing by.
Come to Jesus and live!

Now your burden’s lifted, and carried far away,
And precious blood has washed away the stain.
So sing to Jesus and live!

Like a newborn baby, don’t be afraid to crawl,
Remember when you walk sometimes you fall.
So fall on Jesus and live!

(Please turn page quietly.)

5



Sometimes the way is lonely, and steep and filled with pain,
And if your sky is dark and pours like rain,
Then cry to Jesus and live!

O, when the love spills over, and music fills the night,
And when you can’t contain your joy inside,
Then dance for Jesus and live!

And with your final heartbeat, kiss the world goodbye,
Then go in peace and laugh on glory’s side,
And fly to Jesus and live!

3. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
in Land and Nation

Psalm 67 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us—so 
that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the 
peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you. May the nations be glad and 
sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the nations of the earth. 
May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you. The land yields its 
harvest; God, our God, blesses us. May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the 
earth will fear him.

LET ALL THINGS NOW LIVING
Words and Music: Katherine K. Davis, 1939.

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving
To God the Creator triumphantly raise,
Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us
Who guideth us on to the end of our days.
His banners are o’er us, His light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
Till shadows have vanished And darkness is banish’d,
As forward we travel from light into light!

His law He enforces, the stars in their courses,
The sun in his orbit, obediently shine.
The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains,
The deeps of the ocean proclaim Him divine.
We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing,
With glad adoration a song let us raise,
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Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving
To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!

GOD BLESS AMERICA
Words and Music: Irving Berlin, 1938. Setting: Mark Hayes, 2022.

God bless America, Land that I love,
Stand beside her, and guide her
Through the night with the light from above
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam,
God bless America, my home sweet home!

4. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
with a Shepherd’s Heart

Hebrews 13:20-21 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal 
covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us 
what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.

SHEEP MAY SAFELY GRAZE
Words and Setting: James Winfield, 1991. Music: J. S. Bach (BWV 208).

Sheep may safely graze in pastures
In a faithful shepherd’s sight
So may we, while God is guiding
Live secure in peace abiding
In a land with joy made bright.
In a faithful Shepherd’s sight.

When I walk in death’s dark valley,
I will fear no evil, for His rod and staff will comfort me.

He spreads a table here before me,
And my cup is overflowing.
Goodness shall follow me,
And I will dwell in the house of God forevermore.
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PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN
Words: Henry F. Lyte, 1834. Music: John Goss, 1868. Descant: C. S. Lang.

STUDENT ADDRESS

INTERMISSION
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5. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
the Father, Son, and Spirit

Numbers 6:22-26 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you 
are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: “‘“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 
make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.”’ “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless 
them.”

THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU
Words: Numbers 6:24-26. Music: Peter C. Lutkin, 1900.

The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord lift His countenance upon you And give you peace,
The Lord make His face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you. Amen.

6. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
in Your Christian Life

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage 
your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 1 Thessalonians 5:23-
24 God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

LORD, MAKE ME TO KNOW
Words: Psalm 25:4-5. Music: William Byrd, 1612.

Lord, make me to know thy ways, O Lord, teach me thy paths.
O lead me in thy truth and teach me,
For thou art the God of my salvation.

IF YE LOVE ME
Words: John 14:15-17. Music: Thomas Tallis, 1565.

If ye love me, keep my commandments, And I will pray the Father,
And He shall give you another Comforter,
That He may 'bide with you forever, Ev'n the Sp'rit of truth.

9



7. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
with Peace and Forgiveness in Christ

Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Romans 5:1-2 Therefore, since we have been 
justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.

THE PEACE OF GOD
Words: Philippians 4:7 (adapt.). Music: Richard Horn, 1993.

The peace which passes understanding,
Which the world can neither give nor take away,
Be among us and abide in our hearts
Now and forever, Amen.

ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD
Words: Romans 8:28. Music: John Carter, 1990.

All things work together for good to those who love the Lord.
To those who are called according to His purpose.

Colossians 1:13-14 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.

AMAZING GRACE
Words: John Newton, 1772. Music: William Walker, 1835.
Setting: Daniel Brinsmead, 2009.

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
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‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there, ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun.
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise,
Than when we’ve first begun.

8. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
unto Eternal Life

Jude 24-25 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before
his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior 
be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages,
now and forevermore! Amen. Galatians 1:3-4 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the
present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father.

SOON AND VERY SOON
Words and Music: Andraé Crouch. 1976. Setting: Rollo A. Dilworth, 2006.

Soon and very soon, We are going to see the King! Hallelujah!
No more crying there, We are going to see the King! Hallelujah!

Should there be any rivers we must cross,
Should there be any mountain we must climb,
God will supply all the strength that we need,
Give us strength ‘til we reach the other side.
We have come from every nation,
God knows each of us by name;
Jesus took His blood and washed our sins away.

Yes, there are some of us Who have laid down our lives,
But we all shall meet again on the other side.

No more dying there, We are going to see the King! Hallelujah!
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HOW LOVELY IS THY DWELLING PLACE
Words: Psalm 84:1-2, 4. Music: Johannes Brahms (Op. 45/4), 1868.

How lovely is Thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts,
For my soul, it longeth, yea, fainteth for the courts of the Lord.
My soul and body crieth out, yea, for the living God.
O blest are they that dwell within Thy house,
They praise Thy name evermore.

Revelation 1:17-18 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed 
his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the
Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the 
keys of death and Hades.

I WILL RISE
Words and Music: Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, Louie Giglio, Matt Maher, 2008.
Setting: Lloyd Larson, 2019.

There’s a peace I’ve come to know, though my heart and flesh may fail.
There’s an anchor for my soul. I can say “It is well.”

Jesus has overcome, and the grave is overwhelmed.
The victory is won; He is risen from the dead.
And I will rise when He calls my name,
No more sorrow, no more pain,
I will rise, on eagle’s wings,
Before my God, fall on my knees, and rise.

There’s a day that’s drawing near when this darkness breaks to light,
And the shadows disappear, and my faith shall be my eyes.

And I hear the voice of many angels sing, “Worthy is the Lamb!”
I hear the cry of every longing heart, “Worthy is the Lamb!”

9. The Lord Bless You and Keep You—
Forevermore

Psalm 121:5-8 The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your shade at your right 
hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep 
you from all harm—he will watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your 
coming and going both now and forevermore.
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GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING
Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1984. Music: Welsh Melody, 1784. Setting: Carl Schalk, 1984.

SILENT PRAYER

TEXT REPRINT PERMISSIONS
Come to Jesus. © 2003 Clumsy Fly Music, CCLI License 5547725. Let All Things Now 
Living © 1939 E.C. Schirmer, OneLicense L-541340. God Bless America © 1938 
Trustees of the God Bless America Fund, OneLicense L-541340. Sheep May Safely 
Graze © 1991 Somerset Press, OneLicense L-541340. The Peace of God © 1993 
Morning Star Music Publishers, OneLicense L-541340. Soon and Very Soon © 1976, 
2006 Bud John Songs and Crouch Music, CCLI License 5547725. I Will Rise © 2008 
Thankyou Music, CCLI License 5547725. Go, My Children, with My Blessing © 1983 
Concordia Publishing House, CPH Lic. Nos. 201004151 and 201007653.
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PROGRAM NOTES

Ain-a That Good News! This is a traditional spiritual which, as one writer said of it, 
“makes the present bearable.” Songs like this were sung and passed along by slaves 
as a way of coping with the trials and difficulties of life. The arranger, Victor C. 
Johnson, is a native of Dallas and has over 350 compositions in print. He currently 
serves as Minister of Worship and Arts at Shiloh Baptist Church in Plano, Texas.

All Praise to Thee. Martin Luther’s Christmas text from 1524 is given an original 
melody by Elaine Hagenberg, one of the most popular choral composers of our day. 
She is known for writing beautiful melodies with rich harmony.

What Sweeter Music. This carol by poet-priest Robert Herrick (1591-1674) was first 
published in His Noble Numbers: or, His Pious Pieces (1647) with six stanzas and 
three sections labeled as choruses. Herrick served a parish in Dean Prior, 
Devonshire, for about twenty years before being forced into retirement on account 
of his loyalty to King Charles I. The original music written for this text has been lost. 
John Rutter’s memorable melody and arrangement was written in 1988.

Jesus, Priceless Treasure. Jesu meine Freude (Jesus, my Joy) is a choral motet by 
Johann Sebastian Bach. In its entirety, it has eleven movements. The odd numbered 
movements are stanzas of the Lutheran hymn “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” (TLH 347). 
These are the ones presented here. The even-numbered movements are settings of 
texts from Romans 8.

Come to Jesus. Chris Rice (b. 1962 in Clinton, MD) did not originally intend to have a 
career in music. However, he frequently led church youth events and ended up 
writing songs and performing on the guitar. Since 2007 he has pursued other 
interests as well, including photography and painting.

Let All Things Now Living.  Katherine K. Davis (1892-1980) is best known for writing
the Christmas song “The Little Drummer Boy,” but her Thanksgiving lyrics and 
arrangement of the Welsh folk tune ASH GROVE combine here to form an 
outstanding classic hymn.

God Bless America. This familiar patriotic song was originally written in 1918 by 
Irving Berlin (1888-1989) but was revised in 1938 and then made famous by singer 
Kate Smith on her radio show.

Sheep May Safely Graze.  This piece was originally written as a soprano solo in one 
of Bach’s secular cantatas (No. 208 “The ‘Hunt’”). James Winfield has arranged it for 
four-part choir and given it a more religious text based on Psalm 23. It is frequently 
played at weddings and other special occasions.

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven. Henry F. Lyte is most famous for his hymn 
Abide with Me, Fast Falls the Eventide, but he wrote other favorites as well, including 
this one. The music is by the 19th century English organist and composer John Goss, 
who also wrote the Christmas tune for See, Amid the Winter’s Snow.

The Lord Bless You and Keep You. Peter Lutkin (1858-1931) was a professor of 
music at Northwestern University in Evanston, IL. He was also an accomplished 
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organist who helped found the American Guild of Organists in 1896 (an organization
still operating today). This benediction is his best known work and is sung by 
countless church choirs throughout the world.

Lord Make Me To Know. 2023 marked the 400th anniversary of the death of William 
Byrd (1540-1623), one of the greatest English composers of the Renaissance. He is 
known for his madrigals, motets, and settings of liturgical music.

If Ye Love Me. Besides William Byrd, the other premier Renaissance composer is 
Thomas Tallis (1505-1585), Byrd’s teacher. He is known for writing a piece for 40-part
choir, Spem in alium, considered a unique monument in English music. Listen for the
polyphony in Tallis’ music, each voice singing it’s own melody simultaneously.

The Peace of God. Richard Horn (1938-2004) was a church musician and composer 
from Rochester, NY. At the age of 12 he was appointed assistant organist at his uncle's
church in Philadelphia. He had a 54 year career in church music. His last 16 years 
were spent as music director of St. Patrick's Catholic Church in Madison, WI.

All Things Work Together for Good. John Carter (b. 1930) is Director of Music at 
University Baptist Church, Columbus, OH. He is a well-known composer with several 
hundred choral compositions to his credit as well as several musicals, an opera, and 
a dozen collections for keyboard and organ. This piece is his best-known and best-
selling work.

Amazing Grace. John Newton (1725-1807) was an English clergyman and poet. He 
was a former slave trader who converted to Christianity while reading the Bible on 
the slave ship where he worked. Other Newton hymns include How Sweet the Name 
of Jesus Sounds and Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken.

Soon and Very Soon. Andraé Edward Crouch (1942-2015) was born in San Francisco 
and raised in Los Angeles. He began playing music in church at the age of 11 when 
his father was called as a guest preacher to a small rural church that had no 
musicians. He wrote his first gospel song at 14. Soon and Very Soon (1976) is his best 
known work and joyfully anticipates Jesus’ second coming.

How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place. This beloved choral work is the fourth 
movement from Brahms’ German Requiem. Written between 1865 and 1868, it may 
have been composed in response to the death of his mother. In contrast to the 
traditional Roman Catholic requiem text, Brahms wrote his own libretto based on 
Luther’s German Bible.

I Will Rise. Chris Tomlin (b. 1972) is a Christian singer/songwriter. A native of Texas, 
he holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Texas A&M. His records have sold 
over 7 million copies. Time magazine has called him the "most often sung artist 
anywhere."

Go My Children. American Jaroslav Vajda (1919-2008) didn’t start writing hymns 
until age 50. Go, My Children came about when he was asked to write a text to go 
with the Welsh tune AR HYD Y NOS. He said this about it: “To set it apart from other 
versifications of the Benediction, I placed the words of the hymn into the mouth of 
the blessing triune God dismissing the congregation after worship while drawing 
together a review of the events that transpired during the service.”
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2024 IMMANUEL LUTHERAN COLLEGE TOUR CHOIR
DAVID SCHALLER, DIRECTOR

Soprano

Ella Bernthal, Winter Haven, FL*
Gwyneth Gurgel (Mezzo), Eau Claire, WI*
Hannah Kazemba, Round Lake, MN*
Kenzie Koenig, Lexington, SC*
Trinity Mayhew, Cheyenne, WY
Laura Schaller, Eau Claire, WI*
Lydia Strike, Okabena, MN*

Alto

Natalie Gurgel, Eau Claire, WI*
Isabelle Roehl, Eleva, WI*
Carmen Schaller, Eau Claire, WI*
Leah Thompson, Eau Claire, WI*
Cheyenne Wales, Sleepy Eye, MN*

* denotes high school student

Tenor

Liam Bauer, Eau Claire, WI*
Noah Buck, Eau Claire, WI
Andrew Lau, Eau Claire, WI
Samuel Radermacher, Cottage Grove, MN
Logan Thompson, Eau Claire, WI*

Bass

Caleb Eichstadt, Spokane Valley, WA*
Daniel Hein, Fridley, MN
Christian Koenig, Lexington, SC*
Evan Kuehne, Maplewood, MN*
Matthew Radermacher,
   Cottage Grove, MN
Luke Strike, Okabena, MN
Bryce Sydow, Eleva, WI*
Noah Thurow, Inver Grove Heights, MN

ACCOMPANISTS TO THE CHOIR

Caleb Eichstadt, organ
Natalie Gurgel, flute
Christian Koenig, piano
Mark Kranz, bass

Evan Kuehne, piano, trumpet
Laura Schaller, flute
Cheyenne Wales, piano

CONCERTS (TOURCHOIR.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION)

Sun, Mar 3, Millston WI
Sat, Mar 9, Middleton WI
Mon, Mar 11, Live Oak FL
Tue, Mar 12, Winter Haven FL
Thu, Mar 14, West Columbia SC

Sat, Mar 16, Pana IL
Sun, Mar 17, Manchester MO
Sun, Mar 24, Melrose WI
Sun, Mar 24, Eau Claire WI
Sun, Apr 7, La Crosse, WI

ABOUT OUR SCHOOL

Immanuel Lutheran College is the higher educational institution of the Church of the
Lutheran Confession (CLC). It consists of three departments. In the high school, 
young people can transition into adulthood by being a part of the Immanuel 
experience. The college offers four-year degrees in education and theology, as well as
a two-year Associate of Arts degree. The seminary prepares young men to serve as 
well-prepared candidates for the preaching ministry in our CLC congregations and 
in various domestic and world missions. Visit us online at ilc.edu
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